Germination is an effective way to improve sensory quality and the nutrition of BR. Germinated brown rice (GBR) exhibits higher nutrients, sweetness, and digestion and absorption characteristics than that of BR (Wu, Yang, Touré, Jin, & Xu, 2013) . Germination improves the taste, nutritional value, and health functions of BR (Fengfeng, Na, Alhassane, Zhengyu, & Xueming, 2013) . Germinated brown rice is considered a popular functional food, which may improve the nutrition and health status of people that consume it (Xu, Zhang, Guo, & Qian, 2011) . Because the chemical composition of GBR changes dramatically during germination, studies have been performed to optimize germination conditions to maximize the beneficial characteristics of GBR. For example, 3 hr of soaking and 21 hr of gaseous treatment increase the GABA content in GBR compared with conventional soaking (Komatsuzaki et al., 2007) . Repeated soaking in tap water at 35°C for 3 hr and incubation at 37°C for 21 hr increased the GABA content in GBR (Thitinunsomboon, Keeratipibul, & Boonsiriwit, 2013) . In acidic soaking conditions, exogenous l-glutamic acid and gibberellin A3 contribute to the accumulation of GABA in japonica GBR (Zhang et al., 2014) . Drying is not only an important method for the preservation of GBR, but is also an effective strategy for the improvement of quality. Diverse drying strategies have been applied in the treatment of GBR, such as sun-drying (Cáceres, Peñas, Martinez-Villaluenga, Amigo, & Frias, 2017) , hot-air drying (Xu, Zhang, Zhao, Xiong, & Zhang, 2016) , microwave drying (Shen et al., 2019; Zheng, Zhu, Lu, Xu, & Sun, 2017) , steam drying (Srisang, Varanyanond, Soponronnarit, & Prachayawarakorn, 2011) , and fluidized bed drying (Cheevitsopon & Noomhorm, 2011 , 2015 .
Sun-drying increases γ-oryzanol, total phenolic compounds, and antioxidant activity in GBR (Cáceres et al., 2017) . Hot-air drying affects the nutritional content, enzymatic hydrolysis, and hardness of GBR (Xu et al., 2016) . Microwave drying with ventilation improves the drying uniformity of GBR (Zheng et al., 2017) . Superheated steam drying decreases the number of fissured kernels in GBR (Srisang et al., 2011) . The superheated steam fluidized bed drying results in a good quality and a high GABA content in parboiled GBR (Cheevitsopon & Noomhorm, 2015) . In this study, autoclaving technology was employed to treat GBR (AGBR). The quality of AGBR was evaluated in diverse ways, including the microstructure, taste value, aroma, and nutritional value. The physiological function of AGBR was further evaluated in metabolic syndrome (MS) patients.
Our findings revealed a promising processing strategy for GBR, as well as a functional food with high sensory quality and nutrition.
| MATERIAL AND ME THODS

| BR germination
Japonica cultivar, Suijing 18 was provided by the Suihua Branch of Heilongjiang Academy of Agricultural Sciences (Harbin, China).
Paddy rice with the husk removed was named as BR. Paddy rice with the husk, bran layer, and germ removed was named as polished rice.
Brown rice was washed using clear water three times and germinated in an incubator at 30°C and 95% humidity for 40 hr to produce fresh GBR with a moisture content of 35%-38% (wet basis, w.b.).
| GBR treatment
Germinated brown rice was randomly divided into three groups, including natural drying, hot-air drying, and autoclaving. Natural drying: GBR was spread on a steel plate mesh at a density of 0.8 kg/ m 2 , then exposed to sunshine; GBR was stirred every 1 hr until the moisture content was less than 14% (NY/T 3216 criterion, China) (NGBR). Hot-air drying: GBR was spread on a steel plate mesh at a density of 0.8 kg/m 2 , and exposed to 70°C hot air; GBR was stirred every 10 min until the moisture content was less than 14% (HGBR).
Autoclaving treatment: GBR was packed into a high temperature steaming bag (with resistance to 130°C), and sterilized in a high temperature and pressure sterilizing pot at 115°C for 20 min (AGBR).
| Rice cooking
Thirty rice samples were washed with clear water and soaked in 40.5 g clear water (weight ratio, 1:1.35) for 30 min. Then, rice was cooked in an electric cooker for 30 min and kept at temperature for 10 min. Samples of cooked rice were randomly selected from the middle layer.
| Scanning electron microscope (SEM)
The microstructures of rice and cooked rice were observed by SEM.
Simply, the samples were cut into ultrathin slices, fixed in fixative solution for 12 hr, critical point dried, sputter-coated with gold, and observed under SEM (S-3400N, Hitachi).
| Texture determination
The texture property of cooked rice was detected using a texture analyser (XT. plus). Simply, the samples were placed symmetrically on the objective 
| Aroma detection
The rice aroma was detected using gas chromatography-olfactometry-mass spectrometry (GC-O-MS). Rice samples were crushed and balanced in a water bath at 60°C for 10 min. Using 50/30 μm divinylbenzene/carboxen/polydimethylsiloxane (Supelco), 50 min of headspace solid-phase microextraction (HSSPME) was performed, and the solvent phase was desorbed in the gas chromatographic inlet. The volatile flavor compounds were detected by a GC-MS QP2010GC (Shimadzu) using the following parameters: GC, a GCDB-WAX column (30 mm × 0.25 mm, 0.25 μm), helium (He) carrier gas, 
| GABA measurement
GABA content in rice was measured using high-performance liquid 
| Ferulic acid measurement
Ferulic acid content in rice was measured by HPLC in accordance with a previous study (Wang, Min, Cui, & Hou, 2010) . HPLC was performed on an LCMS-8050 (Shimadzu) using the following parameters: a Diamonsil column (5 µm diameter, 250 mm × 4.6 mm), methanol-1% acetic acid (50:50) mobile phase, 1.0 ml/min flow rate, 25°C column temperature, and 320 nm detection wavelength. severe liver, kidney, and stomach diseases were excluded from this study. This study was approved by the local Institutional Review Board, and informed consent was obtained from all patients.
| MS patients
| Rice intake
MS patients were randomly divided into four groups, including polished rice, BR, HGBR, and AGBR (N = 28 each group). A standard meal was eaten by these patients for 1 month, which included 30 g sauced beef, 150 g salad, 50 g eggs, and 100 rice (50 g sample rice + 50 g polished rice). No coarse cereals were eaten during the experimental period.
| Blood sugar and lipid measurement
Glucose metabolism parameters, including FPG, 0.5, 1, and 2 hr PPG, as well as lipid metabolism parameters, including TG, total cholesterol (TC), HDL-c, and low-density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-c), were measured using an automatic biochemical analyser (Cobas8000, Roche) before and after 1 month of treatment.
| Statistical analyses
Data are expressed as the mean ± standard deviation (SD). Statistical analysis was performed by SPSS version 17.0 (SPSS Inc., Chicago, IL).
Comparison between different groups was determined by t test (two groups) or one-way ANOVA (more than two groups). A p-value less than .05 was considered significantly different.
| RE SULTS
| Microstructures of GBR
The rice microstructures were observed by SEM. As shown in 
| Microstructures of cooked GBR
As shown in Figure 2a 
| Autoclaving improved the taste value of cooked BR
The taste value of cooked rice was detected using a texture analyser. As shown in Table 1 , cooked BR exhibits the highest hardness, chewiness and gumminess, and the lowest adhesiveness, springiness, cohesiveness, and resilience among the five kinds of cooked rice (p < .05). After germination, the hardness, chewiness, and gumminess were significantly decreased, and the adhesiveness, springiness, cohesiveness, and resilience were significantly increased in cooked NGBR and HGBR (p < .05). Except for springiness, the taste value was better in cooked HGBR than in cooked NGBR (p < .05).
Notably worthily, the taste value of cooked AGBR was greatly improved by autoclaving. The hardness, adhesiveness, chewiness, and resilience of cooked AGBR were only second to cooked polished rice (p < .05). The gumminess, springiness, and cohesiveness of cooked AGBR were not significantly different with that of cooked polished rice (Table 1) .
| Autoclaving changed the aroma of GBR
The (Table 2) .
| Autoclaving improved the nutritional value of GBR
The nutritional value of rice was mainly evaluated by the levels of GABA and ferulic acid. As shown in Figure 3a , GABA levels are significantly higher in BR than in polished rice (p < .05). No significant difference was revealed in the ferulic acid levels between BR and polished rice (Figure 3b ). Germination significantly increased the GABA and ferulic acid levels in NGBR (p < .05). Hot-air treatment further increased the GABA and ferulic acid levels in HGBR (p < .05).
Levels of GABA and ferulic acid were the highest in AGBR among the five kinds of rice (p < .05) (Figure 3a ,b).
| GBR improved the glycolipid metabolism of MS patients
The effect of GBR on glycolipid metabolism was evaluated in MS patients. As shown in Table 1 , eating HGBR for 1 month significantly decreased the FPG, as well as 0.5, 1, and 2 hr PPG in MS patients (p < .05). Eating HGBR for 1 month also significantly decreased the TG, TC, as well as HDL-c and LDL-c in MS patients (p < .05). AGBR exhibited a more obvious hypolipidemic and hypoglycemic effect on MS patients than that of HGBR. However, the glycolipid metabolism of MS patients was not significantly influenced by either polished rice or BR (Tables 3 and 4) .
| D ISCUSS I ON
Brown rice is a whole grain containing large amounts of beneficial nutrients and bioactive compounds. Because germination improves the beneficial effects of BR, GBR has been widely served as a functional food (Cáceres, Martínez-Villaluenga, Amigo, & Frias, 2014) .
Germination can influence the characteristics of BR in diverse ways, such as the texture, sensory quality, and nutrition. In this study, we first evaluated the texture of GBR using SEM and a texture assay.
We found that germination induced the formation of a rough crosssection, cracks, and starch granule-like structures in NGBR, and irregular, small, and adhesive starch granules in cooked NGBR. improved the taste value of cooked BR. In addition, we also found that the texture value, except for springiness, was better in cooked HGBR than in cooked NGBR. This phenomenon may be explained by the hypothesis that heating ripened GBR before cooking, to some degree. Notably, cooked AGBR exhibited a greatly improved taste value, which was similar to cooked polished rice. This improvement may be attributed to the serious starch gelatinization induced by autoclaving.
Aroma is an important quality index of rice. In this study, the rice aroma of GBR was analyzed by GC-O-MS. We found that the volatile flavor compounds in BR were dominated by styrene, (E)-2-octenol, naphthalene, and (E)-2-decenoaldehyde, which were less diverse than in polished rice. This phenomenon may be explained by the hypothesis that the presence of the bran layer blocks the volatilization of some flavor compounds in BR. The specific aroma of BR, which is different from polished rice is mainly manifested in the intrinsic compounds within the bran layer and germ (Xia, Mei, Yu, & Li, 2017) . In addition, we found that germination decreased levels of styrene, and eliminated naphthalene, and (E)-2-decenoaldehyde in GBR. These volatile flavoring components may be decreased by the steeping and metabolic reactions that occur during germination. In contrast to NGBR, 1-octen-3-ol and (E)-2-octenol were not observed in HGBR, indicating these two components were thermolabile. A previous study showed that high hydrostatic pressure enhances the flavor components of GBR, particularly aldehydes, ketones, and alcohols (Xia et al., 2017) . Here, autoclaving treatment increased the levels of styrene, 1-octen-3-ol, 
TA B L E 2 The volatile flavor compounds in rice
F I G U R E 3
The gamma-aminobutyric acid (GABA) and ferulic acid levels in rice. AGBR, autoclaving-treated germinated brown rice; BR, brown rice; HGBR, hot-air drying-treated germinated brown rice; NGBR, natural drying-treated germinated brown rice. and (E)-2-octenol, and enriched levels of 2,3-dihydrobenzofuran, (E)-2-decenoaldehyde, and 1-methylnaphthalene in AGBR. Our findings indicated that the autoclaving treatment improved the aroma of GBR through the enrichment of some flavor compounds.
TA B L E 4
GABA is an important inhibitory neurotransmitter in the brain that exists naturally in foods. GABA exhibits many health benefits in humans, such as reduction of blood pressure and cholesterol, improvement of kidney and liver activity, and inhibition of tumors (Diana, Quílez, & Rafecas, 2014) . In rice, GABA is mainly distributed in the bran layer and germ. Previous studies have shown that germination can obviously increase the GABA content in GBR through the activation of glutamic acid decarboxylases, amylases, and proteases (Khwanchai, Chinprahast, Pichyangkura, & Chaiwanichsiri, 2014; Lu, Goto, & Nishizu, 2010; Ng, Huang, Chen, & Su, 2013) .
Consistent with previous studies, we found that germination significantly increased the GABA content in GBR. Notably, hot-air treatment and autoclaving further increased levels of GABA in GBR, and the improvement was stronger after autoclaving than the hot-air treatment. These results indicated that GABA was an active thermostable component, and thermal stress promoted the accumulation of GABA in GBR. Ferulic acid is known as a potent antioxidant of scavenging free radicals that exist widely in fruits and vegetables (Zhou et al., 2018) . Previous studies have shown that ferulic acid is richer in GBR than in BR and is the most abundant phenolic compound in GBR (Ohtsubo, Suzuki, Yasui, & Kasumi, 2005; Su, Kozo, & Hiroshi, 2004) . In this study, the ferulic acid results were consistent with the GABA results. Our findings indicated that thermal stress, especially autoclaving could improve the nutritional value of GBR by increasing the levels of GABA and ferulic acid.
MS is a group of risk factors that is accompanied by a high risk of cardiovascular disease and diabetes (Grundy, 2006) . Germinated brown rice exhibits great therapeutic potential for MS-induced diseases. For example, GBR ameliorates the risk of cardiovascular disease by reducing weight gain and improving lipid metabolism in hypercholesterolemic rats (Imam et al., 2014) . Germinated brown rice suppresses body weight gain, improves lipid profiles, and reduces leptin levels and white adipose tissue mass in obese rats with a high-fat diet (Lim, Yong, Mohtarrudin, & Su, 2016) . To identify the function of GBR in MS, the glycolipid metabolism of MS patients receiving GBR diet was analyzed. We found that eating HGBR and AGBR for 1 month could significantly decrease the FPG, PPG (0.5, 1, and 2 hr), TG, TC, HDL-c, and LDL-c in MS patients. These results indicated that GBR was beneficial to the improvement of glycolipid metabolism in MS patient. Our findings are consistent with previous studies. It has been reported that a GBR diet favorably improves the blood concentrations of FPG, fructosamine, TG, and TC in patients with impaired fasting glucose or type 2 diabetes (Hsu et al., 2008) . A GBR diet is useful in controlling body weight, blood pressure, as well as glucose and lipid levels in women with impaired glucose tolerance (Bui et al., 2014) . It is noteworthy that AGBR exhibited more obvious hypolipidemic and hypoglycemic effects than that of HGBR in MS patients. This phenomenon may be partially attributable to the autoclaving-induced high levels of GABA in AGBR.
In conclusion, autoclaving treatment improved the taste value, changed the aroma, and increased GABA and ferulic acid levels in
GBR. An AGBR diet improved the glycolipid metabolism of MS patients. Thus, AGBR may be a promising functional food with a high sensory quality and nutritional value.
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